Rules for Salamander Hunters:
1. Here are some criteria for salamander movement: 

a. Warm stretch melting at least some if not most of the snow.
b. Warm rain penetrating the ground (if you still have frost then they probably won't be going).
c. Rain or at least drizzle after dark - they typically just move after dark and will rarely come out if there isn't enough rain to keep their skin moist while traveling.
2. Salamander hunting works best in groups of two or more where one person is the driver and the passengers do the spotting. 

3. Be sure to bring: 
a. Rain jackets

b. Warm clothes

c. **Flashlights** - each person should have a flashlight
4. DRIVE CAREFULLY AND SLOWLY and keep your eyes open. If you see amphibians trying to cross the road, try to put your flashers on, pull over, and help them across in whatever direction they are headed. But be very careful of traffic!! Unfortunately sometimes you will be mapping not where you see salamanders crossing, but where you see they have tried to cross also called DOR (Dead on Road).
5. Mark your map with the amphibian location so that we can try to find the pool they were headed to. If you want to assign a different symbol (*,+,x) for each species note on the map the designation of each symbol, otherwise please note your observations on a separate sheet of paper. We can make up road maps of specific areas if you contact us in advance. Also, try to mark off all of the roads that you drive, even if there are no salamanders spotted, this way we can know what areas need to be surveyed in the future. 

6. For those driving the roads, we just want to know where the salamanders are crossing, if the pool isn't immediately visible from the road, then we don't want anyone trespassing. We plan to contact the landowner with information about vernal pools and ask them to fill out our mapping form. So in order for us to find the true x-ing site, road mappers will need to be moderately descriptive of where the crossing is. Information such as distance from driveways, or intersections, location of stream in relation to the x-ing, or other land features that can be seen from aerial photos will be very helpful in helping us pinpoint the sites. 
7. Please send your notes and maps to the Upper Susquehanna Coalition Wetland Program at: 

851 Chemung Street
607-734-1915

ephemeralpools@u-s-c.org 
and contact us with any questions. GOOD LUCK!!!
