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Holding a Successful Pasture Walk

Prudent Planning, Ice Cream & Common Sense

People gurher for a Juasthre witlk on the author’y farm — Bishopp Fumiily Faren i Deansheore

by Troy Bishopp

.\'1\ wile Cormine s il awesaine
chel becauxe she skillfully and artfully
prepares delicious dishes from recipes
handed down by generations of practical
famnily cooks Like many in the culinary
realm, she instingtually knows how 10

cteale & masterpiece with a listle pinch
of this and = somdgeon of that. The ap
pruval rating comes when she wes the
anticiparing smiles, hears the mmms and
dmcovers there are no leftovers.

Ihe recipe lor holding & succeasful
pasture walk follows nl:-ll}.‘ the same
theme. To get fulka off the farm you need
i ligtle bit af this and a Little bit of that
Alrer the last six years of co-organizing

wold-aut graring events, one tenet stands

oul W ime for gathering @ bun
people together. It's the plirase
maeetinng with hamemade we oream and
I,l
fapmaminde ice eream and loval food s siell

wl” This strategy hasn't let ua down

Jood e proar and a bad meeting with

yet but can be 4 little daunting when »
hundred farmers show up for a three-
houer romp through the pastures

The first ingredient o enticing pas-
ture walkgoers is planning and creating
an outreach buzz. As a grasa farmer and
conservation agency professional, [ regy
larly consult with my local farmer steer
g commitiees o braipstorm wleas. top-
s and activities, when it's convenient
for them to attend, pot me necessar

iy, who will host and contemplote what
goadies will we offer. | usually try and
locate some outside lalent or peTspeclive
from a larmer who o considerad extra
knowledgeable because they live more
than 30 miles away. Because I'm the e
tia spin doctar, it's never “just 4 walk
The castest bure 1o create is bringing
in tudent like s Greg Judy, Jim Gerriak
loel Salatin or Shannon Haye
many others who have authored prac

¢ among

tical books. We once brought in the
Mebrashan “Grass Freak,” Kevin Fulton

because ke could create a spectacle by

Tork

lifting an Amish Buggy full of children
and rippiag @ phonebook in half. Other
pasture walk presenters have focused on

animal behavior, key-line design, mea-

suring brix, identifying grass species,
looking for dung beetles and reading
the lund, hiologically. | also spin the
host farmers who can be a colorful lor
wo with ther galeless fencing strate
S, mquurt gun medicing .‘_|||_-|:\.|I||r-.
augmented float valves, clover seeding
the backs af cows and various pastured
poultry pen dexigns

Farmers are especially semsitive to
timing thewr attendance around chores
aned weather, which s why we normal
I have twilight meetings and Satur-

morning get-togethers. This mund
st consiatently assures we have a good
farmer-t0-agency prnl.-um‘l ratio, if you
krow what [ mean. Another somewhat
confusmg face! & we narmally hold our
walks in the latwer part of summer and
fall becaise we wanf to see how to grow

quality forage in the tougher reaches of



‘he grazing season, not when everybody
zrows grass in May and June.

Another feature to holding a fruitful
avent is to understand the complexities
of pasture walk etiquette, You should
put yourself in the guest’s mind, What's
in it for me? How will this help me at my
awn farm? What is my comfort zone?
Can | ask questions without fear? Will I
meet some new friends?

It's the job of the evening’s facilita-
tor to make folks feel comfortable and
introduce the host farm family, special
guests, the goals for the event and to
keep the conversation lively and feet
moving. It's also imperative to project
that it will be a fun and relaxing time.

Maost pasture groups | have led like
4 little vigor in the discussion and don’t
necessarily like every topic neat and
clean. 1 vividly remember a debate on
the resceding of pastures where every-
one had a spirited opinion but it really
didn’t matter because most ideas didn't
jive with the host's goals or wallet. It
was a great brainstorming and bonding
moment however, which created other
harmonious conversations through the
evening.

The pasture experience should never
be hijacked by a paper-wielding agency
type pushing this or that program or an
overzealous salesman especially if the
flow of the meeting is going well with
lots of visiting. And watch out for the
bombers that just like to hear themselves
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with e fining dollop of hand-cranked
heavenly goodniess.

We deal with farmers’ appetites by
the gallon. In fher, John Troyer gauged
& group of 70 probably couldn’t polish
oY his shx-gallon freeeer of vanilla with u

chaser of 10 dozen glazed donuis. We all
underestimated how much sugar a bunch
of farmers, kids and nelghbors can con-
Jume over conver and laugh
I'm guessing they would have enowgh
residual sucrose for the next few days

fomemude ice croam (Grazier’s Chotce) made with linle cows and frigs grasing in green

int chocalate chip by Roc-star fee Cream in Waterville, New York for @ Graze NY pas-

wre walk

There has never been a twilight meet
ing | can recall that has not lasted un
til well past dark. | have heurd folke
exchanging phone numbers, email ad
dresses, suppliers and nviting newfound
friends over for a visit. It's satisfying i
Just stand there, listen and enjoy people
making connections and telling stories
Fll admit this recipe b really o social
event disguised us an educational event,

Most in the sgency/extension faclljia-
tor warld get paralyzed in putting on
workshops because of cost. We are of the
mindset to leverage our own [farmer)
resoiarces with that of o sponsoring or
ganiration. Most local meetings we put
together are under $200. Our graving
groups share the cooking duties and we
usually partner with a different sponsos
every tite. We also compensate the fiurm
host for thelr time oo

Some of our most ardent grazing
supporters Include The Upper Susquie-
hanna Coalitlon, Local Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, Organle Milk
Companies, NESARE, The Grazing
Lands Conservation Initistive, RC&D
Councils, The NY5 AEM rogram and
the Cornell Small Parms Program, w
namwe 4 few. We lind no trouble getting
sponsors becatise we are frugal with the
resources and show tremendous positive
results through media outlets, pictures
and thank you letters.,

This formula for successful, hands-an,
fun and delicious pasture walks that cre-
ale lasting memories can be summed up
by keeping the ingredients simple with o
limle pinch of farmer conmaon sense. The
approval rating comes when you see the
antilpating smiles, hears the mmmi and
discover there are no |eftovers

In the words of Daniel Kline, s
of Tngallside Meadows Parm, “Pasture
witlks and homemade ice cream i a bes-
etful thing!!™

Tryy "The Geass Whisperer® Dishopp man-
ages Bahopp Family Farm in Deansbore, New
York, warks for the Madison Co. SWED/Uppe
Susqueh Coslition as thelr reglonsl gras
g specialist, & prigec) leddet fv & RESARE
funded professsonal developement grasing tain-
Ing project and s President of Mohswh Valley
Toastmasters. He can be meched ot form
boytbfigolcom o www thegrotssfimpere:
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